 Can Numerology aid in Interpretation of the Days and Aspects of Creation?


    A number of authors think the Bible numbers are significant(1,2,3,5,9) and have an   embedded code(3,5,6.9).  Ps.147:4”He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names. Numbers are like 7, 12, 10 are ubiquitous in the Bible.  There is a book called Numbers. The numbers have symbolic or spiritual meaning in the Bible that goes beyond the dictionary or everyday meaning(1,2,3, web 1,2).  Ps 19:7 says “The instruction of the Lord is perfect”, so why wouldn’t His numbers be perfect also? Isa. 40:12 Says the Lord measures things, Isa 40:26 that bringeth out their host by number; he calleth them all by name “There can be neither works nor words without number”(1 p. 2);  His words and works being perfect in every particular.” Bullinger(1) makes the case that the numbers and words in the Bible are divinely ordered; also the repetitions of words and numbers indicate ordering. Numbers have a symbolic meaning in addition to the ordinal meaning.

         Several authors claim there is an embedded code using numbers(5,9) and letters(6) in the Bible that defies statistical probability.  This is true only of the original manuscripts in Hebrew and Greek. For these languages each letter has a numerical value. Christians believe the scriptures are divinely inspired. The number and letter patterns confirm this by mathematical probabilities(3,5,6.9). For example when Leviticus 1:1-13 is written on a rectangular grid, the name Aaron appears 25 times in ELS code. The chances of this occurring are less than one in 4 million(6 p.35). Counting of letters in a transcribed manuscript was used by early Hebrew scribes to verify that a manuscript was correct (4). A lesser used tool is the Pythagoras Skein which can also be used to interpret numbers(3, web3).  With this tool numbers of the base 10 are reduced to a single digit (example 69= 6+9=15 and 1+5=6),( thus 69=6).  Meaning can be extracted from the original number, from its factors and from its skein. This can be done on words, phrases, and even for repeating patterns of words and phrases.


      Some of the references above will be briefly explored as their findings are interesting:  The Book of Jubilees(Shodde) gives a history using 49 yr. periods called Jubilees(49=7x7) . Jubilees were cited in Lev. 25:10-40; 27:17-24; Numb. 36:4. Wikipedia(6) is quoted: “The Book of Jubilees sometimes called the Lesser Genesis (Leptogenesis), is an ancient Jewish religious work, considered one of the Pseudepigrapha by most Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Protestant Christians.  It is considered canonical for the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, where it is known as the Book of Division. In the modern scholarly view, it reworks material found in the biblical books of Genesis and Exodus in the light of concerns of some 2nd century BC Jews.” Quotes from Jubilees(Shodde p.13-15) and a 2nd week for naming the animals was noted (8 p.189). This allows a longer time than 5 sec each for naming the animals. Shodde (p.20) noted that angels took wives of men and formed giants; this is claimed to have caused corruption of man and animals. 

   Sabiers was an early author to note unique patterns of numbers in scriptures. He first noted scriptures indicating their inspiration: 2 Tim. 2:16; 2 Pet. 1:21; Heb. 1:70; Luke 1:70; 2 Sam. 23:1-2; Jer. 1:9; 1 Cor. 14:37; 2:13;  He noted 7 is the most frequently used number in scripture. He noted(p. 21) in the 1st phrase in the Bible “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” the words God, the heavens, and the earth totals 777=86+395+296. He said that the words the heavens and the earth in Hebrew each have 7 letters, and the phrase has exactly 7 words in Hebrew. He noted a total of 14 features with the number 7 in this phrase. He also noted in the 1st book of the New Testament, Mathew 1:1-17 there are also 19 unique features of the number 7.  He went on to give many other features indicating unique patterns of numbers in scripture. Seven indicates perfection and completeness(web1,2)


  Washburn(web 7) noted number codes in scripture and used computer searches for verification.  He said that many seminary academics resist numerics because of their traditional way of interpreting scripture using the setting of history, grammar and context(98,p19). He suggests numbers should be added for what they can contribute. A denary system of 10’s is used and fits with Hebrew and Greek. The first 10 letters of each alphabet are 1-10; the 2nd group is numbered 10-100. This is striking suggesting the languages were for a special purpose.  For most other languages this is not true. The Chester Beatty Papyrus written about 250-300 AD has all theomatic numbers circled for the book of Revelation. This implies that there was some knowledge of Greek numerics as early as 250AD. He also claims from his computer research that numbers for topics are in multiples(15,150,1500 and light) (98,p.53)and in clusters (99,100,101). This appears to make Theomatics slightly different than numerology which looks at numbers and their roots. The form of Greek used in the Bible is Hellenistic or common or Koine Greek of that time. Greek words have different cases with slightly spellings. It is interesting that the 5 cases for God and for Holy(98,p.34) all have the same exact numbers, even thought they are spelled much differently.  The articles have no meaning in Hebrew and Greek and varied word spellings can be used for words, along with changing the order of words(94,p.38). This allows God and the inspired Bible authors some flexibility to work out the numbers perfectly in order(of course the authors may not have been aware of this, but did it by inspiration).  He stated(98,p.36) the Gen. 1:1 phrase “In the beginning God”=1000=1. He then cited words surrounding agape love and noted the numbers 93(31x3). The word agape for love appears about 124 times in the New Testament. Number 31 is associated with holiness and purity and the Blood of Jesus(p.41).  Many occurrences are cited.  The values for love are 100 and 500.  500 is also associated with God and being holy and one(p.55). The word perfect =490(70x7).  The word separate and division uses 200 or 222 and 2. Washburn supported the gap theory and early partial fall of Lucifer-Satan(94,p526).


 Satinover found ELS (equidistance letter sequence) codes in the Bible showing very high statistical improbability. He asserted (p.70) that many Jews believe in a layered meaning to Genesis, with children being taught the 6-24 hr day creation view.  Rabbis sometimes offer layered views and some including the view of the Kabbalah.  Rabbis going back to 1291AD noted these codes in the Torah, as they wrote of them.  He also said the rabbis found a 42 lettered name for God tying to the moon and the creation of the earth about 15 billion yrs ago. In my view, these ELS codes are more abstract and hidden. When the Bible states a number like 7 or 12 that is very straight forward. When one adds the number-letter values in a word, that is a little more abstract; it is even more abstract to view ELS codes.  However scirbes trained in Hebrew in early times could do it. In fact most Hebrew scribes did count letters as a way of proofing a transcribed text(4). 

       Horowitz(3) made extensive use of the Pythagoras Skein where numbers are reduced to a single digit. He noted there are repeating patterns of 3, 6, 9 and 8 when one does this. He also noted a pattern of the Hebrew alphabet of 22 letters in Ps. 119 at every 8 verses.  He found some repeating number and letter patterns in Ps 119. He also noted some unique patterns in Numbers 7:12-89. Here when skipping 6 verses number patterns of 3,6,9 appeared. This whole section of Numbers appears oddly repetitive and has 12 days to it.  His spiritual path and leading also convinced him there were hidden number patterns in scripture, and perhaps in the book of Numbers.

        The back ground has been given.  It is time to proceed with some preliminary findings as numerics is applied to creation.  One must look at the Hebrew and Greek text, so interlinear Bible versions were used (web 5,6). The letters in the words were converted to numbers and added up. Then the numbers, their factors and skeins can be explored. To interpret what the number means, two commonly accepted web references(web 1,2) will be used along with Bullinger.  Some of the other references will also be occasionally noted.


   From the Greek let’s look at John 1 since it talks of creation by the word- logos. Format: Number=skein and factors. In John 1:1 “In the beginning was the word.” Logos or word= 379=1 and prime; And the word was God=theon Theon=134=8, factors 67x2, Theos=284=5, factors 71x4;  Note that Logos is 1 and prime. In 2 Pet.3:5 “that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water”: water=hudatos=675=9 (factors 5x5x9x3); heavens=ouranoi=701=8 and prime; of old=ekpatai=437=5 and prime;  In Col. 1:16 For by Him were all things created. All=panta=452=11=2 (factors 113x4), the(things)=ta=301=4 (factors 7x41).

 Now let’s focus on Gen. Chap. 1 using the Hebrew interlinear:  Some initial key words are explored, followed by the days 1,2,3,4,5,6 and what happened on those days with their key words.  The number=skein and factors are usually given in that order.

      The first words (In the beginning) have the value 913=4, (he created)203= 5(factors 7x29), Elohiem=86=5(factors 43x2), (the heavens)395=8(factors 5x79) and or +=2, (the earth)=276=8(factors 4x3x23).  Note 8+2=10=1;  skipping to emim=(the waters) =95=5,(factors 19x5);  skipping to (light)=aur=261=9(factors 9x29), (the light)=266=5 abyss=451=1 and prime.  Day one: one =281=2 and prime;  day second: second=360= 9 or factors to 10x36 or 10x9x4, day third: third=650=2 factors to 13x 5x10 or 13 times 5x5x2; day fourth: fourth=252=9 factors to 9x7x4, day fifth: fifth= 928=1 factors to 32x29 32 factors to 8x4;  day sixth: sixth=615=3,  factors to 5x3x41; the darkness or and darkness =814=3; morning=302=5(factors 151x2); evening=272=2(factors 17x16); day=55=1, night=75=12=3 (factors 15,5).  I get some sense of division with # 2
      Possibilities day 1:one=281=2 and prime, Elohiem, he created, and the waters =5,  note above 8+2=10=1, or 8+8=16=7,  day one is prime =2;  2 also implies 2 parts or aspects:  could be the heavens and the earth, 8+ 8;  could  be night and day 3+1=4, could be evening=272=2 and morning=302=5 and 2+5=7, could be the darkness and the light= 3+5=8, separating=248=5 8x31; Perhaps day is 1 is light and matter which is also 5 and dark matter which is (night)=75=2. Light is related to matter by E=MC2,  According to Horowitz below, 8 could mean infinity, while most others say it indicates over abounding. Also the skein of 2 for day 1 could mean division, as of matter and energy.
      Possibilities Day 2=second=360=9  Could be a yr, could be 9x 40 or 40x261?=10440; In Gen. 1:6-8 there are the words: waters and to waters which have values of 90=9 and 120=3, the waters is 95=5;  atmosphere= 380=2; the atmosphere=385=8 385 and factors to 11x7x5 which could mean many fives; and to atmosphere=410=5 this factors to 41x5x2; heavens= 390=3 and factors to13x3x5x2; in these words 5, 9 and 3 predominate.
     Possibilities Day 3=third=650=11=2 Could be or 13 times 5x5x2 ; because it reduces to 2 it could have a dual nature; the dual parts could the land and sea and the vegetation., land=291=3, seas=100=1, vegetation=501=6, factors 167x3, to vegetate=910=1 (7x13).

      Summary Day 2: waters and to waters which have values of 90=9 and 120=3, the waters is 95=5(factors 19x5); again 9=Completion, 5=redemption and divine strength added, 19=divine order connected. Water is an important topic because of the possibility that the universe was created from something other than H2O.  Thus, perhaps water means substance or matter with divine order connected. A few summary interpretations of some meaning to days 2 and 3 are given below.  In the Greek water also has 3 and 9 as roots.
Day 2 Continued:  5, 9, 3 are prevalent; I am getting the idea that there is some completion of the universe of matter and energy, except for the atmosphere which has some disorder due to 11 as a factor. However atmosphere and “the atmosphere” (translations often use the word firmament) have skeins of 2 and 8 (2 indicates division and 8 abundance) so this could also be interpreted as the stretching of the firmament or space.
      Summary Day 3: I am struck by the 11 indicating some disorder and imperfection;(skein of 2 indicating division) Although the land and sea were separated, and vegetation was started they may not have been complete; also 13 is a factor which is ill omen; vegetation= 6 and,  to vegetate=(7x13) which also implies coming short of perfection. Perhaps bacteria, algae, and worms were doing their work preparing the soil, sea and atmosphere. Geological processes may also have been at work.
      Day 4:  fourth=252=9 factors to 9x7x4;  the 9, and 7 indicate completion, as the earth is ready for higher life. 4 is the number of creation as 3+1 =4  perhaps time is added as the 4th dimension from earth’s perspective.  Perhaps this is when an observer on earth could note time by the movement of the sun and moon as signs; but man wasn’t there until day 6. 
      Day 5: fifth= 928=9+10=1 factors to 32x29, 32 factors to 8x4; This indicates to me perfection and creation of earthly things.
     Day 6: sixth=615=3, factors to 5x3x41; 5 is for grace and redemption and 3 is for the spirit. This could apply to man.  


 In conclusion, perhaps numerology has given us some additional insight into the days and aspects of creation. These indications are speculative; nevertheless God is a God of order and plan as indicated by Bullinger.  That could mean God created energy and elementary particles, then atoms, then molecules, then minerals and compounds, then rocks and then mountains. It is not logical that He would jump to creating mountains and seas before the elementary materials were created.  There are some indications that on day one matter and energy were created as they are related as in E=MC2, and on day 2 there was completion of this process with stretching out of space (the firmament). Einstein argued that space is like a fabric and not a void of everything. Ross(p.37) held that space is filled with dark energy and thus a stretching fabric.  In Gen. 1:2-5 stated that that light was created and this is energy. He separated the light from the darkness, and also hovered over the water;  this could be matter or elementary matter.  In verses 6-7, day 2, it is states He separated the waters and the expanse. This could be the stretching out of matter and energy in space.  On day 3 there is still some division an imperfection and processes continuing.  We know from the text that vegetation has been created, and the dry land and seas are mentioned.  On day 4 there is some completion and perhaps time was added as a 4th dimension from the perspective of earth. Now we have a way of measuring time from the orbits of the earth and moon, and the turning of the earth.  It would seem that these vast processes in days 1,2,3 are beyond our concept of time or of man’s time (he was not created until day 6); Also 1, 2 and 3 constitutes a trinity and a mystery. We have the 3 dimensions of length, width and height; the 4th dimension could be time on day four. This interpretation is speculative and goes somewhat against a straight forward reading of scripture for days 1-3. However if time is not set as we know it until day 4, this conflict is partially resolved. Morning and evening could give a sense of division as there are two parts.  Ref. 11 discusses views of time and the one by Whiddon gives a different view of how to interpret Gen. 1. 





References cited
Books:
1. Bullinger, E.W. Number in Scripture, Kregel Publications, 1979; 
2. Davis, J. Biblical Numerology, Baker  1968
3. Horowitz. L. & Puleo, S. Healing Codes for the Biological Apocalypse, Tetrahedron Publishing Group, Sandpoint, Idaho 2001

4. McDowell, J. The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict. Thomas Nelson Pub., Nashville (1999)

5. Sabiers, K. Mathematics Prove the Holy Scriptures, Bible Numerics, Niagara Falls, Ontario 1941

6. Satinover, J. Cracking the Bible Code, Harper Collins Pub. NY, NY 1998

7. Shodde, G. The Book of Jubilees, reprint from version by Goodrich, E. Artisan Pub. Muskogee, Ok 2005

8. Tofflemire, T.J. Evidences for God and His Creations: Nature, the Flood and the Bible: Author House, 2011

9. Washburn, Del The Original Bible Code, Madison Books, NY, 1998, Theomatics II, 1994

10. Ross, H. Why the Universe is the Way it Is. Baker Books, Grand Rapids, MI. 2008

11. Tofflemire, T.J. Time in the Bible and in Theory, 2012 paper available on web: http://creationapologetics.net , also see cited paper by Ganssle.

Web Sites:
1. http://www.christian-resources-today.com/biblical-meaning-of-numbers.html
2. http://www.biblestudy.org/bibleref/meaning-of-numbers-in-bible/introduction.html
3. http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/sta16.htm Pythagoras Skein
4. http://www.scripture4all.org/OnlineInterlinear/Greek_Index.htm Greek interlinear 
5. http://www.scripture4all.org/OnlineInterlinear/Hebrew_Index.htm Hebrew interlinear

6. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jubilees
7. http://www.theomatics.com/theomatics/books.html#Anchor-49575 Del Washburn      
http://www.theomatics.com/theomatics/proof.html http://www.theomatics.com/
8. http://www.aboutgenesis.com/id2.html Andy Whiddon Essay  on Genesis:
Appendix.  Some Number Indications from References:

Sabiers, p 21 God , the heavens and the earth totals 777=86+395+296 He also noted that the words the heavens and the earth in Hebrew each have 7 letters.  7 also indicates perfection and completeness.

Horowitz. L. Pg.28 # 8 represents infinity and 9 completion., pg 39 there are patterns of 3, 6, 9’s

Washburn, D gave the following # associations: p114-6  in Greek Light: 150,1500 and 225, Theomatics II p25 creation and man in God’s image =425

“The gematria of  (grace) is 725, a multiple of the square of five (52x29).”

“The # 1 is unity, 2 is of division and difference, 3 is for form and 3 dimensions and for the trinity and completion, 4 is the number of creation as 3+1 =4 time is added as the 4th dimension,  5 is of grace and redemption as 4=1=5 and redemption follows creation and divine strength is added to the physical world. “

1. Father 

2. Son 

3. Spirit 

4. Creation 

5. Redemption 

In Hebrew the number eight is hnm# (Sh'moneh), from the root Nm# (Shah'meyn), "to make fat," "cover with fat," "to super-abound." As a participle it means "one who abounds in strength," etc. As a noun it is "superabundant fertility," "oil," etc. So that as a numeral it is the superabundant number. As seven was so called because the seventh day was the day of completion and rest, so eight, as the eighth day, was over and above this perfect completion, and was indeed the first of a new series, as well as being the eighth. We consider the connection between 8 and 7 in another section.  11 which marks, disorder, disorganization, imperfection; Number 9 means judgment, finality or completion. 13 indicates ill omen or rejection and rebellion. 19 indicates perfection of Divine order connected with judgment. 6= man's coming short of spiritual perfection. In any case, therefore, it has to do with man; it is the number of imperfection; Twelve is a perfect number, signifying perfection of government, and the product of 3x4 or placing earthly things (4) in perfect order (3).” Six. Has to do with man and his labor. (1, p.150)
2020 addition: from my paper above, water and the waters=5 =1+4   1=hydrogen and 4 =1/2 oxygen; 5th command  is- honor your father and mother- a union as of H and O
Gen 1:4  God made light --and God separated the light from the darkness  
Tyson stated p 48-9  in Astrophysics for People in a Hurry  only when the new universe soup of elementary particles and energy cooled to 3000K, did light photons and atoms of H appear at about 380,000 yrs into the cooling phase.  This also agrees with Wikipedia- Big Bang- that noted that during the first few seconds there was vast- rapid expansion of the universe and formation of elementary particles and appearance of the weak and strong nuclear forces.(darkness)  Upon reflection it does not make orderly sense to me that God would create the physical earth planet first(Gen1:1) and its waters(Gen1:2) and then molecules and then atoms and then light (Gen1:3) and then elementary particles-  that would be backwards, but God is a God of order.  What would make more sense is Gen 1:1-Heavens and Earth- is an overview summary, and Gen 1:2-7 is a simple summary from an earth view perspective, or perhaps the words earth and waters in Gen 1:2  relate to elementary particles; or perhaps elementary particles are not even referred to in the Bible as they were only recently discovered. 
From (web 2) Quote: “5 is a number for Grace and redemption and for the earth The gematria of this word is 296, a multiple of four; while the word for "the heavens" is Mym#h (Ha-shemayeem), the gematria of which is 395, a multiple of five.”








